WITNESSES OF THE CROSS

Leader:
Called by our Lord to participate in the work of Redemption, our vocation as religious is a noble one and a great gift from God. We must always be aware of the task before us. Though all people do not accept Jesus as Lord, still we know that the world is consecrated by the Incarnation of Christ and by his sacrifice. Through the witness of our lives and our vows, we make the world worthy of a God it does not yet know. Let us thank God, then, for the great gifts which Yahweh has given to us. Our life is a life to help others live more fully. 

Leader:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

All:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ant. 1:  In God everything was created.  In God everything continues in being. 

Colossians 1:12-20

Let us give thanks to the Father,
for having made us worthy to share the glory of God's Son.

God rescued us from the power of darkness
and brought us into the Kingdom of the Son.
Through Jesus we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

Jesus is the image of the invisible God,
the first-born of all creatures.
In him everything in heaven and on earth was created,
things visible and invisible. 

All were created through God; all were created for the Godhead.
Jesus is before all else that is.
In him everything continues in being.

It is Jesus who is the head of the body, the Church.
He who is the beginning,
the first-born of the dead,
so that he may be first in all things.

It pleased God to make perfect holiness dwell within Jesus;
and by means of him, to reconcile everything in his person,
making peace among all peoples through the blood of the cross.

Glory to the Father…

Ant. 2:  I will follow his footsteps with the grace ,of God.

My lament is still rebellious,

that heavy hand of God causes me to groan.

If I only knew how to reach the Godhead,

or how to travel to the heavenly dwelling.

I should set out my case before God,

my mouth would not want for arguments.

Then I could learn God's defense, every word of it,

obeying all that God said to me. 

My footsteps have followed close behind God's,

I have walked in the Lord's way without swerving.

I have kept all of the commandments,

cherishing and obeying all God's words.

Once God decides, who can change the Godhead?

Whatever God plans, is carried out.

No doubt, then, God will carry out my sentence,

like so many other decrees that God has made. 

That is why I am full of fear before God,

and the more I think, the more I grow in fear of God.

God has made my heart sink

I have been filled with fear.

Darkness hides me from God,

and the gloom veils Yahweh's presence from me.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from the good news of Mark (14:32-42)

They came to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his disciples, "Sit here while I pray." Then he took Peter, James, and John with him. Distress and anguish came over him, and he said to them, 'The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost crushes me. Stay here and watch."

He went a little farther on, threw himself on the ground, and prayed that, if possible, he might not have to go through the hour of suffering. He prayed, "Father, all things are possible for you. Take this cup away from me. But not what I want, but what you want."

Then he returned and found the three disciples asleep, and said to Peter, "Simon, are you asleep? Were not you able to stay awake for one hour?" And he said to them, "Keep watch, and pray that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."

He went away once more and prayed, saying the same words. Then he came back to the disciples and found them asleep; they could not keep their eyes open. And they did not know what to say to him. When he came back the third time, he said to them, "Are you still sleeping and resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is now handed over to the power of sinful people. Get up, let us go. Look, here is the man who is betraying me."

A period of silence

Prayer of St. Francis

Leader:
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
where there is hatred, let me sow love,
where there is injury, pardon,
where there is doubt, faith. 

All:
Where there is despair, hope,
where there is darkness, light,
where there is sadness, joy. 

Leader:
Lord, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;
to be loved, as to love. 

All:
For it is in giving that we receive;
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned;
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Leader:
Father, hear us as we pray before you.
Give us the strength to witness to your Son's cross,
to be your sons and daughters,
to love our brothers and sisters,
and to live our lives for you.
We ask this in the name of Jesus. 

All:
Amen.
