VOCATIONS

Leader:
You did not choose me; no, I chose you to go and bear much fruit.

All:
Lord, strengthen us in your love.

Leader:
I chose you from among all the nations to be my people.

All:
Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the book of Jeremiah (1:4-10)

The Word of the Lord came to me thus: "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you."

"Lord, God," I said, "I am too young."

But the Lord answered me, "Say not, 'I am too young.' To whomever I send you, you shall go; whatever I command you, you shall speak. Have no fear before them, because I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord."

Then the Lord extended his hand and touched my mouth, saying, "See, I place my words in your mouth. This day I set you over nations and over kingdoms. To root up and to tear down; to destroy and to demolish; to build and to plant."

A period of silence

Psalm 23

Shepherd and Host

Yahweh, you are my shepherd;
I shall not want.
In verdant pastures you give me repose.

Beside restful waters you lead me;

you refresh my soul.

You guide me in right paths
for your name's sake.

Even though I walk in the dark valley
I fear no evil;
for you are at my side.
Your rod and your staff give me courage.

You spread the table before me
in the sight of my foes.
You anoint my head with oil;
my cup brims over.

Only goodness and kindness follow me
all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in your house
for years to come.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from the writings of Basil Anthony Moreau

I recommend to you once more the principles of conduct, convinced as I am that never before has it been more necessary or more timely for you to be penetrated with their spirit. Just as your Congregation is entering upon a new path, so you also must renew with yourselves the spirit of your vocation and fidelity to your duties. It is my inmost conviction that on you alone depends the future of your Congregation; you hold its destiny in your hands. It is you who will shackle its upward flight, or who will assist and hasten it according to the fervor or laxity of your lives. (Circular Letter 8 to Sisters) 

A period of silence

Leader:
This, then is what we pray, before God,
from whom every family, in heaven and on earth, takes its name: 

All:
Out of God's infinite glory,
may Yahweh give us the power through God's Spirit
for our inner selves to grow strong,
so that Christ may live in our hearts through faith.

Leader:
And then, planted in love and built on love,
we will, with all the saints, have the strength to grasp
the breadth and the length, the height and the depth;
until, knowing the love of Christ, which is beyond all knowledge,
we are filled with the fullness of God.

All:
Glory be to God whose power, working in us,
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine;
glory to God from generation to generation in the Church
and in Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen.

Magnificat, Benediefus, or Te Deum

Ant: In the sign of the Holy Cross you shall be victorious.

Prayer

Leader:
Father, you have chosen us to be witnesses to your Son. In your mercy look upon Holy Cross and make us grow and prosper so we can always complete your will. We ask this in the name of Jesus. 

All:
Amen. 

Leader:
Let us pray as Jesus taught.

All:
Our Father in heaven,
holy be your name,
your Kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.

  
Give us today our daily bread.

  
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.

  
Do not bring us to the test,
but deliver us from evil.

  
For yours is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
now and forever. Amen. 

Leader:
St. Joseph,

All:
Pray for us.

Leader:
Our Lady of Holy Cross,

All:
Pray for us.

Leader:
Sacred Heart of Jesus,

All:
Have mercy on us.

Leader:
Let us bless the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.

