TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS -- II

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  All praise, honor, and power to the Living God.

All:  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Ant. 1: Oh, how sweet it is to abandon ourselves to the love of our God who is in heaven, and to seek God's holy will. (Moreau, Car. Let. II)

Psalm 85

The Coming Age of Peace and Justice

Yahweh, you have favored your land

and restored the well-being of Israel;

you have forgiven the guilt of your people

and covered all their sins.

You set aside all your rage;

you calmed the heat of your anger.

Restore us now, God, our Savior!

Put an end to your displeasure with us.

Will you be angry with us forever?

Will your anger never cease?

Will you not instead restore our life

that your people may rejoice in you?

Let us see your faithfulness

and give us your saving help.

I will hear what you, God, proclaim:

a voice that speaks of peace--

peace to your faithful and those who turn to you in hope.

Your salvation is near for those who fear you,

and your glory will dwell in our land.

Love and faithfulness have met;

justice and peace have embraced.

Faithfulness shall spring from the earth

and justice looks down from heaven.

Yahweh, you will give what is good,

and our earth shall yield its fruit.

Justice shall march before you,

and peace shall follow your steps.

Glory to the Father...

Ant. 2: Let us...be grateful to divine Providence, which strikes only

to heal and chastises only to spare, and at the very moment that

everything seems lost; God reveals his mercy and lifts up those

who have fallen. (Moreau, Car. Let. 11 to the Marianites)

Psalm 148

Hymn of All Creation to the Creator

Praise God from the heavens;

praise God in the heights;

praise God, all you angels;

praise God, all you heavenly hosts.

Praise God, sun and moon;

praise God, all you shining stars.

Praise God, you highest heavens,

and you waters above the heavens.

Let them praise the name of God,

who commanded and they were created.

God established them forever and ever

and gave a decree which shall not pass away.

Praise God all the earth,

You sea monsters and al depths,

fire and hail, snow and mist,

storm winds that fulfill God's word.

You mountains and all you hills,

you fruit trees and all you cedars,

you wild beasts and all tame animals,

you creeping things and flying birds.

Let rulers of the earth and all peoples

and all the judges of the earth--

young men too, and maidens,

old women and men--

praise the name of God

whose name alone is exalted;

whose majesty is above earth and heaven,

and who has raised the fortunes of the people.

Be this God praised by all the faithful ones,

by the children of Israel,

the people close to God. Alleluia.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from the writings of Chrosmatius of Aquileia

The cross of Christ is our victory; the cross of Christ acquired a victorious triumph for us. Who of us is so blest as to merit bearing within ...the cross of Christ? That person bears within ...the cross of Christ who dies to this world and is conformed to Christ. Listen to the Apostle demonstrating this fact:  “I have been crucified with Christ,” he says, “and the life I live is not my own; Christ is living in me.”...

Therefore, the cross of Christ is the salvation of the world and the triumph of heavenly victory....The victory of...kings entailed the ruin of peoples, the destruction of cities, and the depredation of provinces.  But the victory of the cross entails the redemption of peoples, the deliverance of cities, the freedom of the provinces, and the security of the whole world.  The only thing destroyed is the power of the devil and the captivity of the demons, for the cross of Christ redeems the world and makes demons captives....

Death came through Adam; life through Christ, who deigned both to be crucified and to die for us, that he might take away the sin of the tree by the tree of the cross and might loose the penalty of sin by the mystery of death.

A period of silence

Gospel Canticle

Ant:  If you wish, 0 my God, that I be in darkness, so be it; if you wish that I enjoy the light, again so be it; and if you wish that I be afflicted, be equally blessed. (Imitation of Christ)

Lord, now you let your servant go in peace;

your word has been fulfilled:

my own eyes have seen the salavation

which you have prepared in the sight of every people:

a light to reveal you to the nations

and the glory of your people Israel.

Praise and Prayer

Leader:  Glory to the Creator,

All:  You have blessed us with all good things;

you have called us as your children.

Strengthen us in your steadfast love.

Leader:  Glory to Jesus, the only Son

All:  In you we were chosen:

to be holy and full of love,

to die as you died,

to rise to new life.

May we share that call with all peoples.

Leader:  Glory to the Holy Spirit.

All:  You have made us one in Holy Cross.

Confirm us in our love for one another.

Leader:  Save us, Lord, through the triumph of your holy cross.

All:  Send us among all the nations as your witnesses,

that we may give thanks to your Sacred Heart

and glory in praising you for all eternity.

Leader:  Creator God, you knew us before we were born. You sanctified us through the passion and death of your Son.  You have raised us up as witnesses to all peoples of this great gift of love.  Look upon the Congregation of Holy Cross and bless each of us that we may fulfill the task you have given us.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  Lord, hear us,

All:  Be gracious to us and bless us.

Leader:  We adore you, Lord, and we bless you.

All:  By your holy cross you have redeemed the world.

