RESPONDING TO GOD'S WILL

Leader:  God, you are my God, I am seeking you,

my soul thirsts for you,

my being desires to be at one with you.

All:  I long to see you in the sanctuary,

and to see Your power and your glory.

Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

All:  As in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen.

A reading from the good news of Matthew (4:18-22)
As Jesus walked by Lake Galilee, he saw two brothers who were fishermen, Simon (called Peter) and his brother Andrew, catching fish in the lake with a net. Jesus said to them, “Come with me and I will teach you to catch men.  At once they left their nets and went with him.

He went on and saw two other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee.  They were in their boat with their father, Zebedee, getting their nets ready.  Jesus called them; at once they left the boat and their father, and went with Jesus.

A period of silence

Leader:  We have found the one

that Moses wrote about in the Law,

the one about whom the Prophets wrote:

All:  He is Jesus, son of Joseph, from Nazareth.

Leader:  Lord, you have called us and so we belong to you

Grant us your constant presence

so we will do all things in completion of your will.

A reading from the good news of John (15:18-27)
If the world hates you, remember that it hated me before; if you belonged to the world, the world would love you.  But because you do not belong to the world, because my love withdrew you from the world, the world hates you.  Remember the words I said to you: A servant is not greater than his master.  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you too; if they keep my word, they will keep yours as well.  It will be on my account that they will do all this, because they do not know the one who sent me.  If I had not come, if I had not spoken to them, they would have been blameless; but as it is they have no excuse for their sin.  When the Spirit comes, whom I shall send to you, the Spirit of Truth who comes from the Father, the Spirit will witness to my teaching.  And you too will be my witnesses because you have been with me from the beginning.

Leader:  Your love is better than life itself,

I will recite your praises;

all my life I will bless you.

In your name, I will lift up my hands;

and always I will praise you and sing of joy.

All:  I think of you and meditate on your good works at all times,

for you have always helped me.

I will sing for joy in the shade of your grace;

my soul is always close to you for your right hand supports me.

Leader:  Each of you has received a special grace,

so, like good stewards

responsible for all these different graces of God,

put yourselves at the service of others.

All:  Anyone who prefers father or mother to me

is not worthy of me.

Anyone who prefers son or daughter to me is not worthy of me.

Anyone who does not take up his or her cross 

and follow me is not worthy of me.

Anyone who finds life will lose it;

anyone who loses life for my sake will find it.

Leader:  Everyone who has left house, brother, sister, father and

mother for the sake of my name will be repaid a hundred times

over, and will inherit eternal life.

Benedictus

Ant:  I am the least of the apostles, I hardly deserve the name “apostle”;

but by God's grace that is what I am and the grace of God has not been in vain in me.

Blessed are you, God of Israel,

because you have visited and ransomed your people.

You raised up a horn of saving strength for us

in the house of David your servant,

as you promised through the mouths of your holy ones,

the prophets of ancient times.

Salvation from our enemies and from the hands of all our foes.

You dealt mercifully with our ancestors

and remembered the holy covenant you made:

the oath you swore to Abraham and Sarah you would grant us--

that rid of fear and delivered from the enemy,

we should serve you devoutly

and through all our days be holy in your sight.

And you, 0 child, you shall be called

the prophet of the Most High,

for you shall go ahead to prepare

a straight path for the Most High,

giving the people knowledge of salvation

in freedom from their sins.

All this is the work of the kindness of our God,

the dayspring who shall visit us in mercy

to shine on those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father...

Our Father and Prayer

All:  Our Father in heaven,

holy be your name,

your Kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Leader:  Let us praise the Living God.

All:  Thanks be to God.

