MARY.- OUR LADY OF HOLY CROSS MOTHER OF SORROWS

Leader:
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

All:
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

A reading from the good news of Luke 2:33-35 (First Dolor)

The child's father and mother were amazed at the things Simeon said about Jesus. Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother, 'This child is chosen by God for the destruction and the salvation of many in Israel. He "I be a sign from God which many people will speak against, and so reveal their secret thoughts. And sorrow, like a sharp sword, will break your own heart."

Ant. 1:  Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and left during the night for Egypt. (Second Dolor) 

Psalm 130

Prayer for Pardon and Mercy

Out of the depths I cry to you, 0 God. God,
hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to my cry for Mercy.

If you, 0 God, mark our guilt, who can stand?
But with you is forgiveness;
and for this we revere you.

I trust in you, 0 God,
my soul trusts in your word.
My soul waits for you, 0 God.
More than sentinels wait for the dawn,
let Israel wait for you. 

For with you is faithful love
and plentiful redemption.
You will redeem Israel
from all their iniquities. 

Glory to the Father 

Ant. 2: When the days of the Feast were over, they started back home, but the boy stayed in Jerusalem. (Third Dolor) 

Psalm 86:1-10

A Prayer for Help

Listen to me, 0 God, and answer me,
because I am poor and afflicted.
Save me from death, because I am loyal to you;
save me, because I am your servant and trust in you.

You are my God, so be merciful to me.
I call to you all day long.
Make your servant glad,
because I lift my soul to you.

Yahweh, you are good and forgiving,
full of faithful love for all who pray to you.
Listen to my prayer;
hear my cry for help.

I call to you in times of trouble,
for you answer my prayer.
T'here is no other god like you, Yahweh--
not one who can do the deeds you do. 

All the nations you have created
will come and worship you.
T'hey will praise your greatness
because only you, God, are mighty;
only you do wonderful deeds.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from the Meditations by Father Moreau

As Jesus was bearing his cross painfully through the streets of Jerusalem, he stopped to speak to some women who wept in love and grief for him. His Mother, too, was in the crowd and she was also weeping in great sorrow; but for her, Jesus has no word.

Mary's heart was in conflict. On the one hand, she wanted to save Jesus from this immense suffering; and on the other hand, was the knowledge that she must help him finish his work, the work of our Redemption. She understood now the greatness of the world's sin and also the infinite value of the sorrow that was the price of its expiation. As Mary has given Jesus to us in the stable, so too, she had to give him to us on the cross.

We should reflect deeply upon the strength of Mary in this dolor and upon her offering of herself in union with Christ's suffering. It may be that we are not often asked to bear very heavy crosses; the small ones that, do come to us fill us, perhaps, with self-pity and the desire to be comforted by the sympathy of others. At such times, let us think of Mary in her fourth dolor and find in her example the strength to make our crosses not occasions for self-pity, but for the self-offering as a part of Christ's offering. So to share our small crosses with Jesus is to give them a new meaning and a new depth; just as Mary's task and sorrow became sublime because she suffered and wept not for herself, but for the sins of men and women and the world's salvation.

A period of silence.

Response

All:
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you,
blest are you among women,
and blest is the fruit of your womb.

Magnificat, Benedictus, or Te Deum

Ant: Look well, all you who pass by, and see for yourselves if there is any grief like mine.

Prayer

Leader:
Father in heaven, we praise and thank you for the many gifts you have given us: our life, our vows, our brothers and sisters in Holy Cross. We thank you especially for the continued patronage of Our Lady of Holy Cross. May her strength and courage inspire us to accept and complete your will in all we do. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All:
Amen.

Leader:
Our Lady of Holy Cross.

All:
Pray for us.

Leader:
Let us bless the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.
