HEALING POWER OF THE BEATITUDES

Leader:  If you listen to the voice of the Lord and do what is right

in God's eyes, the Lord will spare you from all affliction.

All:  “I, the Lord, am your healer.”

Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

All:  As in the beginning, so now, and forever. Amen.

A reading from the first letter of John (4:7-12)
Let us love one another, because love comes from God.  Whoever loves is a child of God and knows God.  Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.  This is how God showed love for us: God sent the Son into the world that we might have life through him.  This is what love is: it is not that we have loved God, but that God loved us and sent the Son to be the means by which our sins are forgiven.

Brothers and sisters, if this is how God loved us, then we should love one another.  No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us and God's love is made perfect in us.

Leader:  Happy are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of God.

All:  Makes us poor, Lord.

Poor--so we will surrender ourselves to the Holy Spirit,

so we will realize that everything is from you,

so we will serve others unselfishly.

We are poor because nothing is ours;

yet we are rich for we share in the glory of Christ.

Leader:  Happy are the gentle for they shall have the earth for their inheritance.

All:  Make us gentle, Lord--sensitive to the needs of others.

Make us gentle, Lord---witnessing to the greatness of your love.

Make us gentle, Lord--completing your will in all we do.

Leader:  Happy are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.

All:  Teach us to mourn, Lord, for those who suffer.

Teach us to mourn over our own selfishness.

Teach us to mourn over the times

we neglect our brothers and sisters.

Teach us to mourn for those who do not know you.

Leader:  Happy are those who hunger and thirst

for what is right, they will be satisfied.

All:  We thirst for justice.

We hunger for peace with our brothers and sisters.

We pray that all people may come to know you.

We hope for your coming in glory.

Leader:  Happy are the merciful,

they shall have mercy shown them.

All:  May we be compassionate, Lord,

to all our brothers and sisters,

to those with whom we work,

to those in authority,

to those who do not agree with us,

for all those who need the strength of your love.

Leader:  Happy are the pure of heart, they shall see God.

All:  Lord, may our celibacy be a means of serving you and others.

Grant us the vision to see as you see;

--the heart to love as you love.

Leader:  Happy the peacemakers, they shall be called sons and

daughters of God.

All:  Lord, give our Community peace.

May there be no division among us.

Accept our lives, Father, and use us as you will;

as your chosen ones, we can do no less.

Leader:  Happy are those who are persecuted in the cause of right,

theirs is the Kingdom of God.

All:  Give us the strength to suffer all things so right will prevail.

Let us work so truth will prevail.

Grant us the grace to bring peace and justice to all people.

A reading from the good news of John (15:11-17)
I have told you this that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.  My commandment is this: love one another, just as I love you.  The greatest love a person can have for one's friends is to give one's own life for them.  And you are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because a servant does not know what the master is doing.  Instead, I call you friends, because I have told you everything I heard from my Father.  You did not choose me; I chose you, and appointed you to go and bear fruit, the kind of fruit that endures.  And so the Father will give you whatever you ask of him in my name.  This, then, is what I command you: love one another.

A period of silence

Our Father

All:  Our Father in heaven,

holy be your name,

your Kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we, forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Prayer

Leader:  0 God, send your healing power to us.  Pour your Spirit within us, and cleanse us of all that is not according to your will.  May we always be at peace with one another, and grow in love of one another.  We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

