FOR MEMBERS OF HOLY CROSS

WHO HAVE DIED -- II

Leader:  God, come to our assistance.

All:  Lord, make haste to help us.

Leader:  Grant our brothers and sisters in Holy Cross eternal rest and peace, Lord.

All:  And let your resplendent and everlasting light shine upon them.

Ant. 1: As we live so shall we die. A holy life is the best preparation for a holy death. (Directory)

Psalm 27

Trust in God

God, you are my light and my salvation;

whom shall I fear?

You are the stronghold of my life;

of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers assail me,

uttering slanders against me,

my adversaries and foes,

they shall stumble and fall.

Though a host encamps against me,

my heart shall not fear;

though wars arise against me,

yet I will be confident.

One thing have I asked of you, Yahweh, this I seek:

to dwell in your house all the days of my life,

to behold your beauty

and to contemplate on your Temple.

For you will hide me in your shelter

in the day of trouble,

you will conceal me under the cover of your tent

and will set me high upon a rock.

And now my head shall be lifted up

above my enemies on every side.

I will offer in your tent

sacrifices with shouts of joy;

I will sing and make melody to you.

Hear me when I cry aloud;

be gracious to me and answer me!

You have said, “Seek my face.”

My heart says to you:  “Your face I do seek.”

Do not hide your face from me.

Do not turn your servant away in anger,

you who have been my help.

Do not cast me off.  Do not forsake me!

0 God of my salvation!

Though my father and my mother forsake me,

you will still accept me.

Teach me your way, 0 God,

and lead me on a level path

because of my enemies.

Give me not up to the will of my foes,

for false witnesses have risen against me,

and they breathe out violence.

I believe that I shall see the goodness of Yahweh

in the land of the living!

Wait for Yahweh; be strong, and let your heart take courage.

Yes, wait for God!

Glory to the Father...

Ant. 2: Lord, you have loved our brothers and sisters in this life,

may they know the joys of eternal life with you.

Revised Prayer from the Directory

Accept our brothers and sisters, Lord,

into the place where you fulfill their hope for salvation.

Free our brothers and sisters, Lord,

from all suffering and pain and separation from you.

Free our brothers and sisters, Lord,

as you freed Noah, his wife and his household from the flood.

Deliver our brothers and sisters, Lord

as you delivered Abraham and Sarah from all their enemies.

Deliver our brothers and sisters, Lord,

as you delivered Job from his afflictions.

Save our brothers and sisters, Lord,

as you saved Isaac from the altar of sacrifice.

Save our brothers and sisters, Lord,

as you saved Daniel from the lions' den.

Redeem our brothers and sisters, Lord,

as you redeemed Moses and the Israelites

from the hand of Pharaoh.

Redeem our brothers and sisters, Lord,

as you redeemed Peter and Paul from prison

and Mary Magdalene from the evils of her former life.

Bless our brothers and sisters, Lord,

with new life which you promised to your people.

Bless our brothers and sisters, Lord,

and raise them up in glory on the last day. Amen.

A reading from the first letter of Paul

to the Corinthians (15:51‑58)
Listen to this secret truth: we shall not all die, but when the last trumpet sounds, we shall all be changed in an instant, as quickly as the blinking of an eye.  For when the trumpet sounds, the dead will be raised, never to die again, and we shall all be changed.  For what is mortal must be changed into what is immortal; what will die must be changed into what cannot die.  So when this takes place, and the mortal has been changed into the immortal, then the scripture will come true:  “Death is destroyed; victory is complete!”

“Where, Death, is your victory?  Where, Death, is your power to hurt?”  Death gets its power to hurt from sin and sin gets it power from the Law.  But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

So then, stand firm and steady.  Keep busy always in your work for the Lord, since you know that nothing you do in the Lord's service is ever useless.

A period of silence

Leader:  As our brothers and sisters have shared in your cross,

Lord, give them a share in your resurrection.

All:  As our brothers and sisters have shared in your cross, Lord,

give them a share in your resurrection.

Leader:  Transform them into your glorious image,

All:  and give them a share in your resurrection.

Leader:  Glory to the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

All:  As our brothers and sisters have shared in your cross, Lord,

give them a share in your resurrection.

All:  Our Father in heaven,

holy is your name,

your Kingdom come,

you will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever.  Amen.

Leader:  Merciful God, hear the prayers we offer to you for our brothers and sisters in Holy Cross who have died.  By fidelity to their religious life in Holy Cross, they died to the passing things of this life, may they now share in the glory of everlasting life.  May their lives be an example to us and a blessing for the Congregation of Holy Cross.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you. and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  May the Lord bless and protect us

May God guard us from all evil.

May God bring us to eternal life.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  May our brothers and sisters in Holy Cross who have died rest in peace.

All:  Amen.

