FATHER MOREAU -- SPIRIT OF THE FOUNDER

Leader:  God, come to our assistance.
All:  Lord, make haste to help us.

Leader:  Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

All:  Blessed be God forever.

Ant. 1: The work of Holy Cross is not the work of people, but of God

Psalm 119:1-16

In Praise of God's Law

Happy, are they whose way is blameless,

who. walk according to your law.

Happy, are they who observe your decrees,

who. seek you with all their hearts.

They do nothing wrong

and walk in your ways.

You have commanded that your precepts

be faithfully obeyed.

I want to be firm

in keeping your statutes!

Then I should not be put to shame

when I behold all your commands.

I will give you thanks with an upright heart

when I have learned your just ordinances.

I will keep your laws.

Do not completely abandon me.

How shall people be pure in their ways?

By keeping to your words.

I seek you with all my heart.

Let me not stray from your commands.

I treasure your promise within my heart

that I may not sin against you.

Blessed are you, Yahweh.

Teach me your statutes.

With my lips I recited

all the ordinances of your mouth

I rejoice in the way of your decrees

with joy above all wealth.

I will meditate on your precepts

and concentrate on your ways.

I will delight in your statutes

and never forget your words.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from the writings of Basil Anthony Moreau

This is the touching prayer of our Lord for his disciples and their successors:  “That they may be one, as you, Father in me and I in you.”  This prompts me to say to you, my sons and daughters in Christ, as the Apostle said to the Philippians:  “If therefore there is any comfort in Christ, any encouragement from charity, any fellowship in the Spirit, any feelings of mercy, fill up my joy by thinking alike, having the same charity with one soul and one mind.  Do nothing out of contentiousness or vainglory; but in humility, let each one regard the others as his superiors, each one looking not to individual interests but to those of others.”

It is this mystery of religious union, which Jesus unveiled for us in the gospel when he explained the incorporation of all the faithful with his divine person in the body of which he is the head and we are the members.  Since we form with him but one body and draw life from the same spirit, he urges us to remain united in him, like the vine and the branches, but forming only one plant.

From this union there will flow down upon us every grace and blessing.  The fruits of our justice and sanctity will glorify God. And beholding the fruits of our mutual union, the world will glorify God.  (Cir. Let. 153)
Leader:  How wonderful it is, how pleasant,

for God's people to live together like brothers and sisters.

All:  It is like the precious olive oil

running down from Aaron's head and beard,

down to the collar of his robes.

Leader:  It is like the dew on Mount Hermon,

failing on the hills of Zion.

All:  That is where the Lord has promised God's blessing:

life eternal.

A reading from the Meditations by Basil Anthony Moreau

If we would be strong in our Congregation, let us be one just as our Lord, Jesus Christ asked this unity for us of his Father.  It is only on this condition that we will be given God's own strength.  This strength it is, which flows from charity, mutual harmony, oneness of mind, and the bond of brotherly and sisterly love.  From this charity and harmony there arises a twofold power, without which we shall never accomplish anything for the salvation of all people: power before God, who is the source of our strength; and power before men and women, because it is the effect of grace and supernatural help.

A period of silence

Leader:  Gracious God, we praise you and we thank you for our vocation and for our brothers and sisters in community.  May our lives be a witness to the unity which Father Moreau wished for our Congregation.  We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All:  Amen.

All:  Our Father in heaven,

holy be your name,

your Kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

