CONSTITUTION 8: The Cross, Our Hope

Leader: God, come to our assistance.

All: Lord, make haste to help us.

A reading from the good news of Mark (10:33-34)

Jesus said to the twelve: "We are going up to Jerusalem where the Son of Man will be handed over to the chief priests and the teachers of the Law. They will condemn him to death and then hand him over to the Gentiles. These will make fun of him, spit on him, whip him and kill him. And after three days he will be raised to life."

Ant. 1: God, you are my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear?

Psalm 22:22-31 The Sufferings and Hope of the Virtuous

Then I shall proclaim your name,

praise you in full assembly:

"You who fear Yahweh, praise God!

Entire race of Abraham and Sarah, glorify God!

Entire race of Israel, revere God!

For Yahweh has not despised

or disdained the poor in their poverty,

has not hidden from them,

but has answered when they called."

You are the theme of my praise in the Great Assembly;

I perform my vows in the presence of those who fear you.

The poor will eat and be satisfied.

Those who seek you will give praise

Long life to their hearts!

The whole earth, from end to end,

will remember and come back to you;

all the families of the nations will bow down.

For you reign, the ruler of nations!

Before you all the prosperous of the earth will bow down;

before you will bow all who go down to the dust.

And my soul will live for you;

my children will serve you.

We will proclaim you to generations still to come,

your righteousness to a people yet unborn.

All this Yahweh has done.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from Constitution 8:112-114;116;118

The Lord Jesus loved us and gave up his life for us. Few of us will be called to die the way he died. Yet all of us must lay down our lives with him and for him. If we would be faithful to the gospel we must take up our cross daily and follow him.

The cross was constantly before the eyes of Basil Moreau, whose motto for his congregation was Spes Unica. The cross was to be "Our Only Hope."

Jesus entered into the pain and death that sin inflicts. He accepted the torment but gave us joy in return. We whom he has sent to minister amid the same sin and pain must know that we too shall find the cross and the hope it promises. The face of every human being who suffers is for us the face of Jesus who mounted the cross to take the sting out of death. Ours must be the same cross and the same hope.

To spend ourselves and be spent for the needs of neighbors; to be available and cheerful as a friend in Holy Cross and to give witness while others hesitate; to stand by duty when it has become all burden and no delight ... community too can draw us nearer Calvary.

But we do not grieve as men without hope, for Christ the Lord has risen to die no more. He has taken us into the mystery and the grace of this life that springs up from death. If we, like him, encounter and accept suffering in our discipleship, we will move without awkwardness among others who suffer. We must be men with hope to bring. There is no failure the Lord's love cannot reverse, no humiliation he cannot exchange for blessing, no anger he cannot dissolve no routine he cannot transfigure. All is swal​lowed up in victory. He has nothing but gifts to offer. It remains only for us to find how even the cross can be borne as a gift.

A period of silence.

Ant. 2: We will proclaim you to generations still to come, your righteousness to a people yet unborn. (Psalm 22:31)

Colossians 1:15-20

Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God.

Jesus is the first-born Son, superior to all created things.

For by him, God created everything in heaven and on earth,

the seen and the unseen things, including all spiritual powers.

God created the entire universe through Jesus and for him.

Jesus existed before all things,

in union with him they have their proper place.

Jesus is the head of his body, the Church;

He is the source of the body's life.

Jesus is the first-born from the dead,

in order that he might have the first place in all things.

For it was by God's own decision

that the Son has in himself the full nature of God.

Through the Son, God decided to heal the whole universe.

God made peace through the Son's death on the cross,

and so brought all things back to God,

both in heaven and on the earth.

Glory to the Father...

Prayer

Leader: O God, through your Son's cross, we will come to know your glory. May we accept all that you will for us. We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All: Amen.

Leader: Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and praise.

For you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created.

All: Worthy are you, Lord,

to take the scroll and open its seals.

For you were slain and by your blood you ransomed all people.

You have made us a kingdom of priests to our God, and we shall reign on earth.

Worthy is the Lamb who was slain

to receive power and wealth and wisdom, honor, glory and blessing.

Leader: Let us pray to the Father in the words of our Lord.

All: Our Father in heaven,

holy be your name,

your Kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen.

Leader: Let us bless the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

