CONSTITUTION 4: Brotherhood

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  Lord, open our lips.

All:  And our mouths shall proclaim your praise.

Ant. 1:  In response to Christ’s call, the apostles left their former way of life to follow him.

Psalm 15

The Guests of Yahweh

Yahweh, who has the right to enter your tent,

or to live on your holy mountain?

Those whose way of life is blameless,

who always do what is right,

who speak the truth from their heart,

whose tongue is not used for slander,

who do no wrong to friends,

cast no discredit on neighbors,

who look with contempt on the reprobate,

but honor those who fear you,

who stand by a pledge at all cost,

who do not ask interest on loans,

and cannot be bribed to exploit the innocent.

If they do all this, nothing can ever shake them.

Glory to the Father…

Ant. 2: Together we praise and thank God, and intercede with the Father in Christ’s name.

Psalm 133

In Praise of Love

How good it is, how pleasant,

for God’s people to live in unity.

It is like the precious oil

running down from Aaron’s head and beard,

down to the collar of his robes.

It is like the dew on Mount Hermon

falling on the hills of Zion.

For there Yahweh has promised a blessing,

life that never ends.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from Constitution 4:33.34;37;42

Our calling is to serve the Lord Jesus in mission not as inde​pendent individuals but in a brotherhood  Our community life refreshes the faith that makes our work a ministry and not just an employment; it fortifies us by the example and encouragement of our confreres; and it protects us from being overwhelmed or discouraged by our work.

We grow close to one another as brothers by living together in community  If we do not love the brothers whom we see, then we cannot love the God whom we have not seen  In our common life we give an immediate and tangible expression to what we profess through our vows: in the local community we share the companionship, the goods and the united efforts of our celibacy, poverty and obedience.

A community must reach out in purposeful and sensitive ways to members who are sick or sorrowful or often absent.  When members retire or encounter a breakdown of health, we must have communities to receive and provide for them  We gather as a community to anoint any brother threatened by serious sickness or injury or disabled by age, and appeal in prayer for the recovery of his body and the generous perseverance of his spirit  And when we come to die, we need to know that especially then our confreres stand by us, for we are sustained and remembered all the more in their prayers.

It is essential to our mission that we strive to abide so atten​tively together that people will observe: “See how they love one another.”  We will then be a sign in an alienated world: men who have, for love of their Lord, become closest neighbors, trustworthy friends, brothers.

A period of silence.

Leader:  Eternal God, we pray for the unity of your Spirit.  Make us grow in love of one another and makes us aware of the needs of our brothers and sisters in community.  We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All:  Amen.

Magnificat

Ant: Let the faithful community rejoice; Let the high praise of God be in their mouths.  This is the glory of all the faithful. Alleluia. (Ps 149,5;6;9)

Leader:  Our Father, most holy.

All:  Our creator, our Redeemer and Savior.

Leader:  Who is in heaven.

All:  With all the saints, giving them light to know you.

You are Light.

They love you because you are Love.

Leader:  Holy is your name.

All:  May we grow in knowledge of you,

that we may appreciate your favors,

and the length of your promises to us.

Leader:  Your Kingdom come.

All:  So that you may rule in us through grace.

In your Kingdom, sight of you is clear,

love of you is perfect, enjoyment of you is eternal.

Leader:  Your will be done on earth as in heaven.

All:  So we may live in you with all our hearts,

by always keeping you in mind.

May we love our brothers and sisters as you love us;

may our Community be your Kingdom on earth.

Leader:  Give us this day.

All:  So that we will remember, understand and respect

the love which Jesus bore for us.

Leader:  Our daily bread.

All:  Your Son, Our Lord Jesus Christ.

Leader:  And forgive us our debts.

All:  In your unutterable mercy,

in virtue of the suffering of your Son, Jesus.

Leader:  As we forgive our debtors.

All:  And what we do not forgive, Lord, make us forgive.

So that for your sake we may love our enemies,

and intercede for them.

Leader:  And lead us not into temptation.

All:  Neither hidden nor apparent;

neither sudden nor persistent.

Leader:  But deliver us from evil.

All:  Past present and future.

To you be all glory and honor forever and ever.  Amen.

Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

