CONSTITUTION 2:  Our Mission in the Church

In light of our Constitutions, WE THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTHERN PROVINCE OFFER OUR HUMAN AND MATERIAL  RESOURCES, IN THE PURSUIT OF JUSTICE AND PEACE, PREFERENTIALY ON BEHALF OF THE POOR AND POWERLESS. – Mission Statement of the Southern Province of the Congregation of Holy Cross
Leader: Let us praise God the Almighty One.

All:  We thank you, God, for so many gifts.

Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

All:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever  Amen.

Ant. 1: Like the apostles, we leave all things for the sake of Christ, to be with him and to continue his ministry.

Psalm 138

A Prayer of Thanksgiving

I thank you, Yahweh, with all my heart.

I sing praise to you before the angels.

I worship at your holy temple and praise your name

because of your constant love and faithfulness,

because you have shown that you and your word are exalted.

You answer me when I called to you;

you built up strength within me.

All the rulers of the earth will praise you, Yahweh,

because they have heard your promises.

They will sing about your ways

and about your great glory.

Even though you are exalted,

you care for the lowly.

The proud cannot hide from you.

Even when I am surrounded by troubles,

you keep me safe;

you oppose my angry enemies

and save me by your power.

You will do everything you have promised me;

Yahweh, your faithful love endures forever.

Complete the work that you have begun.

Glory to the Father...

Ant. 2:  By our profession we commit ourselves to leading a life in the way proper to the Constitutions.

Psalm 119:17-32

In Praise of God’s Law

Be good to your servant

that I may live to keep your words.

Open my eyes that I may marvel

at the wonders of your law.

I am a pilgrim on earth.

Show me your commands.

My soul is consumed with longing

for your decrees at all times.

You rebuke the proud,

the accursed who turn away from your commands.

My soul is consumed with longing

for your decrees at all times.

You rebuke the proud,

the accursed who turn away from your commands.

Take reproach and contempt away from me,

for I follow your decrees.

Though rulers connive to talk against me,

your servant meditates on your commands.

Yes, your decrees are my delight;

they are my counselors.
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I lie prostrate in the dust.

Grant me life according to your word.

I confessed my ways and you answered me.

Teach me your statutes.

Make me understand the way of your precepts,

and I will meditate on your wondrous deeds.

My soul is weary with sorrow.

Strengthen me according to your words.

Turn me from the way of falsehood

and graciously teach me your law.

I have chosen the way of truth;

I have set your law before me.

I hold tight to your decrees.

Yahweh, let me not be put to shame.

I will run the way of your commands--

give me strength of heart.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from Constitution 2:12-14

As disciples of Jesus we stand side by side with all peoples.  Like them we are burdened by the same struggles and beset by the same weaknesses; like them we are made new by the same Lord’s love; like them we hope for a world where justice and love prevail  Thus, wherever through its superiors the congregation sends us we go as educators in the faith to those whose lot we share, supporting men and women of grace and goodwill everywhere in their efforts to form communities of the coming kingdom.

Christ was anointed to bring good news to the poor, release for prisoners, sight for the blind, restoration for every broken victim.  Our efforts, which are his, reach out to the afflicted and in a preferential way to the poor and the oppressed  We come not just as servants but as their neighbors, to be with them and of them.

It is not that we take sides against sinful enemies; before the Lord all of us are sinners and none is an enemy.  We stand with the poor and the afflicted because only from there can we appeal as Jesus did for the conversion and deliverance of all.

The mission is not simple, for the impoverishments we would relieve are not simple.  There are networks of privilege, prejudice, and power so commonplace that often neither oppressors nor victims are aware of them  We must be aware and also understanding by reason of fellowship with the impoverished and by reason of patient learning.  For the kingdom to come in this world, disciples must have the competence to see and the courage to act.

A period of silence

Response

Phillipians 2:6-11

Leader:  Though Jesus was in the form of God, he did not deem

equality with God something to be grasped at.

All:  Rather, he emptied himself

and took the form of a slave,

being born in the likeness of humans.

Leader:  He was known to be of human estate, and it was thus that he humbled himself accepting death, even death on a cross.

All:  Because of this, God highly exalted him

and bestowed on him the name above all names.

So that at the name of Jesus,

every knee must bend, and every tongue declare

that Jesus is Lord.

Benedictus

Ant:  Our mission is the Lord’s and so is the strength for it. We turn to him in prayer that he will clasp us more firmly to himself and use our hands and wits to do the work that only he can do. (Constitution 2:20)

Leader:  God in heaven, Basil Moreau founded an apostolic

community to which he proposed the teaching and counsels of the

Gospel as a rule of life  We thank you for our vocation  Bless our

Congregation with your love and with the inspirations of your

Holy Spirit  We ask this in the name of Jesus the Lord.

All:  Amen

Leader:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All:  Our Father in heaven,

holy be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever  Amen.

Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

