CONSTITUTION 1: God’s Call

Leader:  God, come to our assistance.

All:  Lord, make haste to help us.

Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

All:  Praise to God, the eternal Trinity

A reading from Constitution 1:1-6

“Come Follow me.” It was the Lord Jesus calling us.

We were already his, for we bore the name of Christians.  We had already been initiated into his church.  We had been washed in baptism and confirmed in our belief and given the eucharistic nourishment in memory of him.  But there seemed to come a time when the Lord was calling us to take some further step.

.

We heard a summons to give over our lives in a more explicit way.  It was a call to serve all people, believers and unbelievers alike.  We would serve them out of our own faith that the Lord had loved us and died for us and risen for us and that he offers us a share in his life, a life more powerful and enduring than any sin or death.

It was a call that came to us from without, but also one that rose up within us, as from his Spirit.

We asked how we might follow, and we found many footprints on the road.  A great band of men had passed this way, men who had made and lived by their vows, men who had walked side by side in their following of the Lord.  They beckoned us to fall in step with them.  We wanted to be part of the family they formed in order to share in their life and work.

This family is the Congregation of Holy Cross, founded b Basil Anthony Moreau.  We are a community of pontifical right:  men living and working under the approbation and authority of the successor of Peter.  We are a religious congregation composed of two distinct societies of clerics and of laymen bound together in one indivisible brotherhood.  Ours is a common founder, tradition, rule, government, way of life and mission.

A period of silence

Response

Isaiah 61:1-6; 11

Leader:  The Spirit of the Lord has been given to me,

for the Lord has anointed me.

He has sent me to bring good news to the poor

to bind up hearts that are broken.

All:  To proclaim liberty to captives,

freedom to those in prison;

to proclaim a year of favor from the Lord,

a day of vengeance for our God.

Leader:  To comfort those who mourn,

and to give them for ashes a garland;

for a mourning robe, the oil of gladness,

for despondency, praise.

All:  They will rebuild the ancient ruins,

they will raise what has lain waste,

they will restore the ruined cities,

and all that has lain waste for past ages.

Leader:  Strangers will be there to feed your flocks,

foreigners as workers in your fields;

but you will be named “priests of the Lord.”

Ant. 1:  I will praise the Lord as long as I live.

Psalm 146

Trust in God Alone

Alleluia!

Praise, Yahweh, 0 my soul!

I will praise you, Yahweh, all my life;

I will sing praise to you as long as I live.

Do not put your trust in rulers,

in humans in whom there is no salvation.

When their spirits depart they return to the earth;

on that very day their plans perish.

Happy those whose help is the God of Jacob and Rachel,

whose hope is in Yahweh, their God,

the Maker of heaven and earth,

the sea, and all that is in them;

who keeps faith forever,

secures justice for the oppressed,

and gives food to the hungry.

Yahweh, you set captives free

and give sight to the blind.

You raise up those that were bowed down

and love the just.

You protect strangers;

the orphan and the widow you sustain,

but the way of the wicked you thwart.

Yahweh shall reign forever--

your God, 0 Zion, through all generations.

Alleluia.

Glory to the Father...

Ant. 2: Let them praise the name of God, who commanded and they were created.

Psalm 149

Invitation to Glorify God with Song

Sing to Yahweh a new song of praise

in the assembly of the faithful.

Let Israel rejoice in their Maker;

let the people of Zion be glad in their Go

Let them praise God’s name in a festive dance;

let them sing praise to God with timbrel and harp

For God loves the people

and crowns the lowly with victory.

Let the faithful rejoice;

let them sing for joy upon their couches--

let the high praises of God be in their mouths.

And let the two-edged swords be in their hands

to execute vengeance on the nations,

punishment on the peoples;

to bind their rulers in chains,

their nobles with fetters;

to execute on them the written sentence.

This is the glory of all the faithful.

Alleluia.

Glory to the Father...

Benedictus

Ant: It is the work of the Lord that we are called to do.

Leader:  Almighty God, your Son’s gospel message needs to be preached and lived in our lives.  Help us to serve faithfully those with whom and for whom we work.  We ask this in the name of the Lord Jesus.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  Let us pray as Jesus taught us.

All:  Our Father in heaven,

holy be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Do not bring us to the test,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever  Amen.

Leader   May the Lord bless us and keep us.

May God’s face shine upon us.

May the Lord be gracious to us and grant us peace.

All:  Amen.

