BROTHER ANDRE BESSETTE -- I

Apostle of Saint Joseph

Leader:  Let us praise God the Almighty Creator.

All:  We thank you for raising Brother Andre

to the altars of the Church;

we thank you for all the gifts you have showered

on all members of Holy Cross.

Leader:  Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

All:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Ant. 1: Let us thank Yahweh for this faithful love, for these wonderful deeds.

Psalm 121

The Guardian of Israel

I lift my eyes to the mountain,

Where is help to come from?

My help comes from Yahweh,

who made heaven and earth.

Yahweh does not let our footsteps slip!

Our guard does not sleep!

The guardian of Israel

does not slumber or sleep.

Yahweh guards you, shades you.

With Yahweh at your right hand

the sun cannot harm you by day

nor the moon at night.

Yahweh guards you from harm,

protects your lives;

Yahweh watches over your coming and going,

now and for always.

Glory to the Father...

Ant. 2: We were predestined to be God's adopted sons and daughters through Jesus. Such was God's will and pleasure.

Psalm 67

Harvest Song

God, show your faithfulness, bless us,

and make your face smile on us!

For then the earth will acknowledge your ways

and all the nations will know of your power to save.

May all the nations praise you, 0 God;

may all the nations praise you!

Let the nations shout and sing for joy

since you dispense true justice to the world.

You grant strict justice to the peoples;

on earth you guide the nations.

Let the nations praise you, God;

let all the nations praise you!

The soil has given its harvest;

God, our God, has blessed us.

May God continue to bless us;

and let God be feared to the very ends of the earth.

Glory to the Father...

A reading from a homily of Pope John Paul 11

We venerate in Blessed Brother Andre Bessette a man of prayer and a friend of the poor, a truly astonishing man.

The work of his whole life--his long life of 91 years--was that of “a poor and humble servant”: Pauper, servus et humilis, as is written on his tomb.  A manual laborer until the age of twenty-five years on the farm, in workshops and factories, he then entered the Brothers of Holy Cross, who entrusted to him for almost forty years the task of porter in their school in Montreal; and finally for almost thirty years more he was custodian of Saint Joseph's Oratory near the school.

Where then does his extraordinary influence, his renown among millions of people, come from?  A daily crowd of the sick, the afflicted, the poor of all kinds--those who were handicapped or wounded by life--came to him.  They found in his presence in the school parlor or at the Oratory a welcome ear, comfort, faith in God, confidence in the intercession of Saint Joseph.  In short, they found the way of prayer and the sacraments and, with that, hope and, very often, manifest relief of body and soul.  Do not the poor of today have as much need of such love, of such hope, of such an education in prayer?

A period of silence

Leader:  Our Father, most holy.

All:  Our Creator, our Redeemer and Savior.

Leader:  Who is in heaven.

All:  With all the saints, giving them light to know you.

You are Light.

The saints love you because you are Love.

Leader:  Holy is your name.

All:  May we grow in knowledge of you,

that we may appreciate your favors,

and the length of your promises to us.

Leader:  Your Kingdom come.

All:  So that you may rule in us through grace.

In your Kingdom, sight of you is clear,

love of you is perfect, enjoyment of you is eternal.

Help us in our mortal blindness.

Leader:  Your will be done on earth as in heaven.

All:  So we may live in you with all our hearts,

by always keeping you in mind.

May your love for us cause us to love all our brothers and sisters

as did St. Joseph and Brother Andre.

Leader:  Lord, our God, friend of the lowly,

you gave your servant, Brother Andre,

a great devotion to Saint Joseph

and a special commitment to the poor and afflicted.

As a witness to a world

in need of such a model of charity and love,

we ask you to glorify without delay

him who consecrated his life to your glory and service.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and ever.

All:  Amen.

Leader:  St. Joseph, patron of our Congregation.

All:  Pray for us.

Leader:  Brother Andre, Apostle of St. Joseph

All:  Intercede in heaven that Holy Cross will be blessed

with sufficient members to carry out its various ministries

in the service of the Church.

Leader:  Let us bless the Lord.

All:  Thanks be to God.

